AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A computing system for scalably managing annotations, the 
computing system comprising: 

a tier III server to stor e data for [[the]] storing annotations; 

a tier II server to maintain for storing an index of th e data for the annotations stored on 
the tier III serve r, but not the annotations, that is separate and distinct from the tier III server ; and 

a tier I server to d e t e rmin e for determining if a content source has data ind e x e d by an 
index of the annotations stored on the tier II server , wh e r e in th e ti e r I s e rv e r that is separate and 
distinct from the tier II s e rv e r and tier HI servers . 

2. (Original) The computing system of claim 1, wherein the tier II server further 
stores a plurality of generic properties for the annotations. 

3. (Original) The computerized system of claim 1, wherein the tier III server further 
stores one or more type specific properties for the annotations. 

4. (Original) The computing system of claim 1, wherein the tier I server comprises a 
plurality of servers. 

5. (Original) The computing system of claim 1, wherein the tier II server comprises 
a plurality of servers. 

6. (Original) The computing system of claim 1, wherein the tier III server comprises 
a plurality of servers. 

7. (Currently amended) The comput e riz e d computing system of claim 1, wherein 
the tier III server further stores client software to allow a user to view a type of annotation. 

8. (Original) The computing system of claim 1, wherein the content source is 
identified by a document identifier. 

9. (Original) The computing system of claim 8, wherein the document identifier is 
selected from the group consisting of: a directory path, a uniform resource locator, and a file 
name. 
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10. (Currently amended) A scalable computerized method of posting an annotation, 
the method comprising: 

sending an annotation post from a client to a tier III server; 
storing a portion of the annotation post on the tier III server; 

sending a second portion of the annotation post from the tier III server to a tier II server 
that is separate and distinct from the tier HI server ; 

storing the second portion of the annotation post on the tier II server; 

sending association information from the tier II server to a tier I server that is separate 
and distinct from the tier II and tier III servers ; and 

storing the association information on the tier I , wher e in th e ti e r I s e rv e r is s e parat e and 
distinct from th e ti e r II server. 

11. (Original) The computerized method of claim 10, wherein the acts are performed 
in the order listed. 

12. (Original) The computerized method of claim 10, further comprising notifying 
the client of a successful post to the tier III server. 

13. (Original) The computerized method of claim 12, wherein notifying the client 
occurs prior to sending the second portion of the annotation to the tier II server. 

14. (Original) The computerized method of claim 12, further comprising notifying the 
tier III server of a successful post to the tier II server. 

15. (Original) The computerized method of claim 14, further comprising notifying 
the tier II server of a successful post to the tier I server. 

16. (Original) The computerized method of claim 15, wherein sending the annotation 
post from the client to the tier III server comprises sending a URL for the tier I server, a URL for 
the tier II server, a URL for the tier III server, a context document identifier, type specific 
annotation properties, generic annotation properties, and an annotation body. 

17. (Original) The computerized method of claim 16, wherein storing a portion of the 
annotation on the tier III server comprises storing the annotation body and the type specific 
annotation properties. 
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18. (Original) The computerized method of claim 17, further comprising generating a 
unique identifier for the annotation body and type specific annotation properties stored on the 
tier III server. 

19. (Original) The computerized method of claim 18, wherein sending a second 
portion of the annotation to the tier II server comprises sending a URL for the tier I server, a 
URL for the tier II server, a URL for the tier III server, a context document identifier, generic 
annotation properties, and the unique identifier. 

20. (Original) The computerized method of claim 19, wherein storing the second 
portion of the annotation on the tier II server comprises storing the generic annotation properties, 
the URL for the tier III server, and the unique identifier. 

21. (Original) The computerized system of claim 20, wherein sending association 
information to the tier I server comprises sending the tier I server URL, the tier II server URL, 
the context document identifier and an indexing identifier. 

22. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a 
"client-to-tier III server" data structure for scalable annotations, comprising: 

a first field containing data representing a context document identifier; 

a second field containing data representing a body of the annotation; 

a third field containing data representing generic properties of the annotation; 

a fourth field containing data representing type specific properties of the annotation; 

a fifth field containing data representing a URL for a tier III server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation; 

a sixth field containing data representing a URL for a tier II server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation wherein the URL for the tier II server is distinct 
from the URL for the tier III server ; and 

a seventh field containing data representing a URL for a tier I server for receiving and 
storing associations for the annotation, wherein the URL for the tier I server is distinct from the 
[[URL]] URLs for the tier II s e rv e r and tier HI servers . 

23. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a 
"tier III server-to-tier II server" data structure for scalable annotations, comprising: 
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a first field containing data representing a context document identifier; 

a second field containing data representing generic properties of the annotation; 

a third field containing data representing a URL for a tier III server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation; 

a fourth field containing data representing an identifier for the portion of the post of the 
annotation stored on the tier III server; 

a fifth field containing data representing a URL for a tier II server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation wherein the URL for the tier II server is distinct 
from the URL for the tier III server ; and 

a sixth field containing data representing a URL for a tier I server for receiving and 
storing associations for the annotation, wherein the URL for the tier I server is distinct from the 
[[URL]] URLs for the tier II s e rv e r and tier III servers . 

24. (Previously presented) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a 
"tier II server-to-tier I" server data structure for scalable annotations, comprising: 

a first field containing data representing a context document identifier; 
a second field containing data representing an indexing identifier of the annotation; 
a third field containing data representing a URL for a tier II server for indexing the 
annotation; and 

a fourth field containing data representing a URL for a tier I server for receiving and 
storing associations for the annotation, wherein the URL for the tier I server is distinct from the 
URL for the tier II server. 

25. (Currently amended) A scalable computerized method for managing annotations, 
the method comprising: 

storing within a tier I server a plurality of associations with r e f e r e nces reference to a 
tier II server for e ach association storing an index that identifies a tier III server that stores an 
annotation associated with a content source ; 

storing within a tier II server that is separate and distinct from the tier I server an 
ind e xing identifi e r for e ach one of th e annotations and storing within th e ti e r II s e rv e r a r e f e r e nce 
to a ti e r HI s e rv e r for e ach on e of th e annotations index that identifies the tier III server that 
stores an annotation associated with a content source ; 
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storing within a tier III server cont e nt for e ach on e of that is separate and distinct from 
the tier I and tier II servers the annotations annotation associated with a content source : 

receiving by the tier I server from a client a cont e xt document identifier that identifies the 
content source ; and 

providing a first response to the client from the tier I server, wherein the first response 
comprises one or more associations for the cont e xt document identifier and [[the]] a reference to 
[[the]] a tier II server for each [[one]] of the associations , and wh e r e in the ti e r I s e rv e r is s e parat e 
and distinct from th e ti e r II s e rv e r . 

26. (Currently amended) The method of claim 25, further comprising: 

receiving by the tier II server from the client a selection identifying one of the 
associations for the cont e xt document identifier; 

providing a second response to the client from the tier II server, wherein the second 
response comprises a header for each [[one]] of the annotations associated with the cont e xt 
document identifier and the reference to the tier III server for each on e of th e annotations 
annotation . 

27. (Currently amended) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 

receiving by the tier III server from the client [[an]] a request for the annotation 
id e ntifi e r ; and 

providing a third response to the client from the tier III server, wherein the third response 
comprises a body for the annotation identifi e d by th e annotation id e ntifi e r . 

28. (Currently amended) The computerized method of claim 27, wherein the cont e xt 
document identifier is selected from the group consisting of a uniform resource locator, a file 
name, and a directory path. 
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